
Lake Forest Garden Club  

 Board Meeting 

February 4, 2022 
 

Attendees: 

18 attendees via Zoom: Pat Chong, Sandy Ueeck, Nadine Melberg, Anne Breuer, Carol Giovinazzo, 
JoAnne Gillespie, Cheryl Weaver, Diane Boeck, Barbara Foster, Barbara Hochgesang, Noel DeSota, 
Barbara Hogan, Marilyn Hill, Carol Kocalis, Virginia Heard, Bonnie Oakden, Bev Vargish, Roxie Aird. 

The meeting was called to order by President Pat Chong at 9:07 a.m. 

January Minutes:  

The January Board Meeting Minutes were approved for audit. 

Treasurer’s Report: 

JoAnne Gillespie reported a January 1 opening balance of $15, 615.97. January checks and withdrawals 
totaled $266.00. Deposits and credits totaled $130.00. January’s closing balance was $15,479.97, less 
$4000 for the community project, leaving total unrestricted funds of $11,479.97. There were no uncleared 
transactions, and the account balanced. 

Committee Reports 

Scholarships: 

Dorina Tan could not attend, but wanted to know if the board preferred to offer a single scholarship of 
$2500, or to offer two scholarships of $1500 and $1000. Following discussion, it was decided to defer a 
decision until the board knows how many qualified students apply. Committee paperwork should say the 
club offers a scholarship of up to $2500. 

Programs: 

Sandy Ueeck reported that the speaker for the February Tea, Carol Chirpich, feels she cannot present her 
program outdoors or via Zoom, so will only do her program if there is an in-person meeting. Barbara 
Hogan said Carol’s program is called “Wildflowers and Adventures on the Pacific Crest Trail”, and Carol 
is bringing her tent and supplies to show during the program. Barbara said that the program should be of 
interest to many club members.  

There was discussion over how to safely hold the tea, including seating fewer people at each table, 
wearing masks while getting food, and limiting the food to desserts and finger foods such as tea 
sandwiches. Karen O’Brien will be asked if she would be willing to do a Zoom presentation as a back-up 
program if the in-person event must be cancelled. 

The board decided to email an invitation and RSVP request to members to see how many would attend an 
in-person tea and how many prefer a virtual event. Members will be asked to respond with their 
preference no later than February 10 so that Carol Giovinazzo can give set-up directions to the Beach and 
Tennis Club by the 11th. 



Ways and Means: 

Anne Breuer and Marilyn Hill reported that volunteers made 26 succulent arrangements at the first 
succulent workshop. Each person took home five arrangements to tend. The second workshop was to be 
held after the board meeting at Barbara Foster’s house. The committee needs containers and succulents, 
especially unusual ones. They will probably schedule at least two more succulent workshops as they can 
only have six people at each, limiting the number of arrangements that can be made. 

As there isn’t a chair for the Edibles at the Boutique, Virginia Heard volunteered to order seeds so that 
people can start planting edibles for sale. Pots and six-packs are needed to start plants.  

Anne Breuer said they are looking for members with contacts at local nurseries to see if they can get any 
donations for the boutique. She has a sample letter that members could present to the nurseries.  

Butterfly Kits Committee: 

Carol Kocalis and Barbara Hochgesang reported that a record number of schools and classrooms are 
participating in the Butterfly Kit program this year. In 2019, the program served 63 classrooms. The last 
time the program was offered, they served 115 classrooms totaling 2700 students. This year, they have 
165 classrooms totaling 3600 students from 27 different Saddleback Valley schools. As a result, they 
need two to three times the amount of supplies. Carol reported that she ordered 12,000 seeds from the 
Theodore Payne Foundation. There should be enough extra seed to prepare 50 packets to sell at the 
Boutique. The seed remains fertile two years. 

Carol and Barbara need 12-14 helpers to assemble the kits, and five or six helpers to deliver the kits to the 
schools. They will send an email to the members asking for volunteers. Carol will not continue with the 
committee next year, so they need a new chairperson. 

Unfinished Business 

Tour of Tree of Life and Plant Depot 

The tour of Tree of Life and Plant Depot is set for March 11. Tour participants should meet at the Beach 
and Tennis Club at 8:30 a.m., with the Tree of Life tour to start at 9 a.m. The tour will last one hour, 
followed by shopping time. The group will lunch at Trevor on the Tracks in San Juan Capistrano at 11:30 
a.m., with the Plant Depot tour starting at 1 p.m. Pat Chong will finalize the reservations for the event. 

New Business 

Employee Lunch 

The board discussed how to host the Beach and Tennis Club Employee Appreciation Lunch during the 
pandemic. The event has a budget of $300. Box lunches were suggested as a practical way to allow for 
social distancing, with lottery scratchers as a little gift. Carol Giovinazzo will talk to the Beach and 
Tennis Club about how many employees might participate, and what date would be best. Barbara Hogan 
will help with planning. 

Garden Tour 

Karen O’Brien has volunteered to plan the Garden Tour, but only if the event is held in late April or in 
May. Following discussion, May 13 was chosen as the best date for the Garden Tour. 

Newsletter 



Virginia Heard reminded everyone to get their newsletter articles to Latha by 9 p.m. on Wednesday, 
February 9, so that Latha can get the newsletter out the weekend before the General Meeting. 

April Program 

Sandy Ueeck reported that the speaker for the April program has asked that, in lieu of a speaking fee, the 
club make a donation to a native plant planting project. The board decided a $100 donation given in honor 
of the speaker would be appropriate. 

The meeting adjourned at 10:13 a.m. 

The next General Meeting is the Members’ Tea and will be held on February 18 at 9:30 a.m., at the Beach 
and Tennis Club (unless the members prefer a virtual meeting). The next Board Meeting will be held at 9 
a.m. on March 4, 2022. 

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

Roxie Aird 

Roxie Aird, Recording Secretary 

 

 


