
  Lake Forest Garden Club  

 Board Meeting 

August 26, 2022  
 

Attendees: 

13 attendees: Pat Chong, JoAnne Gillespie, Linda Martin, Barbara Hogan, Nadine Melberg, Cheryl 
Weaver, Noel DeSota, Rita Bradley, Virginia Heard, Pat Piecuch, Latha Kumar, Bev Vargish, Roxie 
Aird. 

The meeting was called to order at 9:05 a.m. by President Pat Chong. 

May and June Minutes:  

The May and June Board Meeting Minutes were approved without changes. 

Treasurer’s Report: 

JoAnne Gillespie reported that the July 1 opening balance was $14,428.84. Deposits totaled $2,000.00. 
Checks and withdrawals totaled $227.43, and after service fees the closing balance on July 31 was 
$16,152.53, less $4000 for the community project, leaving total unrestricted funds of $12,152.53. JoAnne 
noted that she is still awaiting the outcome of the $3000 fraud claim.  

Unfinished Business 

The greeters will bring the remaining aprons to the September meeting so they can be sold.  

New Business: Membership Dues 

There was discussion regarding raising LFGC membership dues for the 2023-24 year. Dues had been 
reduced from $40 to $20 per individual for the past few years due to COVID. There was also discussion 
regarding pro-rating membership dues for people joining mid-year in the future and making a brochure 
for new members that explained the club’s philanthropic activities.  

Ginny Heard made the following motion, seconded by Nadine Melberg: 

MOTION:  For 2023-24, the LFGC will raise the membership dues to $40 per individual and $45 per 
couple. 

The motion passed. 

Committee Reports 

Preschool Garden: 

Bev Vargish reported that the preschool director confirmed that LFGC members will be able to volunteer 
at the preschool garden. Bev will have a sign-up sheet at the September meeting looking for volunteers to 
help with soil preparation and planting during the third week of October.  

Hospitality: 



Cheryl Weaver reported that she will use leftover packaged snacks from last year, and will try to provide 
healthy snack options such as yogurt and granola, bagels and toppings, and possibly casseroles at future 
meetings=. She said she could accept paper goods donations if any members have items to donate. 

Corresponding Secretary: 

Pat Piecuch presented a list of the cards she sent during the summer months, and reported that she 
purchased several sympathy cards.  

Programs: 

Barbara Hogan reported that speakers have been confirmed through January. The September meeting will 
feature a presentation by Ginny Heard and Noel DeSota. Master Gardener Kris Bonner will be the 
October speaker; his topic is not yet set. Brian Hale will speak at the November program on planting 
cool-season vegetables. Kim Beaney will provide musical entertainment at the December meeting. Dave 
Freed, “The Tomato Guy”, will speak at the January meeting. The Programs Committee has tentative 
speakers lined up for the rest of the year as well.  

Discussion followed regarding the details of the September meeting, including the “Meet & Greet” 
portion, which requires a horseshoe arrangement of tables in the back room and acrylic easels for 
committee chairs to use.  

There was also discussion on the need to fill open positions, including Trips and Tours and the Garden 
Tour, and on the need to acquire soil as soon as possible for members to use for growing cuttings and 
plants from seed in preparation for the Boutique.  

Publicity: 

Noel DeSota reported that she planned to use whatever leftover printed materials that she could. She will 
also post information about LFGC meetings and activities on the Master Gardeners Facebook page and 
will leave fliers on the table at Master Gardener meetings. There was discussion about posting meeting 
information on the Patch and Lake Forest Connection.  

Hospice: 

Nadine Melberg reported on the arrangements she and other Hospice volunteers made over the summer. 
She asked for volunteer help delivering arrangements to LFGC members when needed. There was 
discussion regarding the need for volunteers and training the volunteers, and on ways to give more 
recognition to Fuji Wholesale Flowers for their continued generous donations. 

Newsletter/Website: 

Latha Kumar said she plans to add new sections to the newsletter, including a “Volunteers Needed” 
section, and a “Meet Philanthropy” column that will focus on a different philanthropy program each 
month, like Hospice flowers and the Butterfly Kits.  

Latha is currently finishing up the membership booklet, and said that even after cutting the page count 
from 32 to 24, the printing costs have risen from the tentative budget of $325 to about $460 with taxes 
included. She got competing bids from other printers, but all were higher. She asked for a budget 
increase. 

Latha is planning changes to the website, and recommended that LFGC also set up a Facebook page. 
Discussion followed about whether to make the Facebook page private or open to the public. 



Membership: 

Rita Bradley reported that fifteen new members joined during spring and over the summer. She has set up 
a New Member Meet and Greet event at Heritage Hill on Tuesday, August 30. Thirteen new members 
said they would attend. Rita also asked for a back-up person to help her with Membership and learn how 
to take over the job eventually. 

Communications:  

Ginny Heard asked that all club communications sent to her include “LFGC” as the first word in the 
subject line so that they are easy to find. Ginny is also looking for a back-up person to help with 
Communications, and encouraged all board members to look for people who could learn their job over the 
next year.  

The meeting adjourned at 10:15 a.m. 

The next General Meeting will be held on September 16 with the social hour beginning at 9:30 a.m. The 
next Board Meeting will be October 7 at 10 a.m. Both meetings will be held at the Beach and Tennis 
Club.   

Respectfully Submitted,  

Roxie Aird 

Roxie Aird, Recording Secretary 

 

 


